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Article Info Abstract

Citizen participation is a fundamental factor in the success of urban projects. It is a means of
achieving human development goals and is considered an independent value in the development of
urban communities. The level of citizen participation depends on various factors and variables,
such as social foundations, citizen awareness, citizen satisfaction, etc. has. Therefore, the aim of
this study is to investigate the spatial analysis of citizens' participation in urban environmental
protection of Shahkord. In terms of application purpose, it is descriptive-analytical method. To
collect field data from a citizens' questionnaire to assess the status quo which was completed using
the Cochrane formula with an error of 7.5% equivalent to 171 people. To analyze the data, K-2 test,
single-sample T test, one-way ANOVA analysis; Antero P. Shannon, CoCoSO were used. The
results of the study show that among the eight factors affecting citizens' participation in urban
environmental protection, the factor of people organizations with (10.381) percent variance
accounted for the greatest effect among the factors. Also, according to the results of T-test, each
sample of these factors was investigated and the second factor (environmental participation)
(3,0948) was in a more favorable situation based on the T statistic. Further, the spatial analysis of
the 14 neighborhoods of Shahkord was examined. Based on the CoCoSo test, the Koi Polis
neighborhood has the 1st rank and has the highest score (2,542) and compared to Mahdiyeh
neighborhood with (1,247) ranked lowest. Given the complexity and high cost of addressing
environmental issues, public participation is the best option. Enhancing public knowledge and
awareness about environmental issues is crucial for sustainable development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The best way to encourage public
participation in  preserving the urban
environment is through effective engagement.
The living conditions in cities are the
outcomes of decisions made by managers and
officials, which manifest in urban spaces.
Citizens live in these spaces shaped by such
decisions. Our question is, under these
circumstances, how can citizens participate
more actively in protecting the urban
environment? The role of citizens and
relevant authorities in enhancing and
optimizing the urban environment, as well as
the impact of public education and social
awareness on urban environmental protection,
are crucial issues. Additionally, addressing
the challenges and presenting solutions and
recommendations are essential.
Environmental protection in urban areas is
one of the significant challenges in modern
urban societies. Citizens can contribute to
creating a more pleasant and peaceful urban
environment through active participation in
urban environmental protection. In this
research, we explore the current state of
citizen participation in urban environmental
protection in Shahrekord.

Methodology

This research is applied in nature based on
its objectives and descriptive-analytical based
on its methodology. Information was
collected using library sources, scientific
journals, and field surveys through
questionnaires. The required data on rural
smart tourism, sustainable rural development,
and related indicators were gathered
considering the regional conditions. The
statistical ~ population includes citizens
residing in Shahrekord across 2 districts and
14 neighborhoods, where the current state of
citizen participation in urban environmental
protection was assessed. A stratified random
sampling method was employed, and using
Cochran's formula, considering Shahrekord's
population of 190,441 in 2016, a sample size
of 173 was determined with a margin of error
of 0.075. The proportionate allocation method
was used to distribute the sample size among
the 14 neighborhoods.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that among the eight
factors influencing citizen participation in
urban environmental protection,
environmental participation in protecting
parks and urban green spaces had the highest
mean score. Initially, 30 questions were asked
to assess the current state, and exploratory
factor analysis was used to identify eight
factors related to citizen participation in urban
environmental protection. Among them, the
role of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) had the most significant impact, with
a variance of 10.381%. Additionally, a one-
sample T-test showed that the second factor
(environmental participation) had a more
favorable status with a T-statistic of 3.0948.
Spatial analysis of the 14 neighborhoods in
Shahrekord revealed that the "Kuy Police™
neighborhood ranked first with the highest
score (2.542), while the "Mahdieh"
neighborhood ranked lowest (1.247). One-
way ANOVA showed significant differences
in citizen participation in urban environmental
protection across Shahrekord's neighborhoods.

Conclusion

Rapid urban development, pollution,
vehicles, and greenhouse gases from factories
have led to a new challenge called urban
environmental pollution. This issue becomes
more apparent as the natural surroundings of
cities are destroyed for residential and
industrial development. Given the complexity
and high cost of addressing environmental
issues, public participation is the best option.
Enhancing public knowledge and awareness
about environmental issues is crucial for
sustainable development. Therefore,
continuous and targeted environmental
education can increase sensitivity to
environmental issues and enhance public
participation in finding solutions.

The study's findings indicate that citizens
are dissatisfied with urban services,
particularly in environmental management,
which affects their participation and education
levels. The following recommendations are
proposed:

v" Introducing an environmental education
course in all university programs by the
Ministry of Science to ensure all community
members, including future homemakers, are
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knowledgeable about environmental issues
and waste recycling.
v" And more....
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