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Article Info Abstract

The preparation of comprehensive plans in the urban system of Iran has a history of
more than half a century In practice plans face many weaknesses.One of the most
important drawbacks of projects is the unattainability of the intended goals for service
uses in cities.This use plays an important role in preserving the city's environment,
providing space for leisure and livelihoods of citizens. Despite the importance of
green spaces in cities the preparation of comprehensive plans of some quality criteria
affecting the desirability of parks including access, neighborhood is not considered.
This study evaluates the effectiveness of the comprehensive plan of Maragheh in
relation to providing parks and urban green spaces.The nature of descriptive-
analytical research and its purpose is practical.In this regard, the most important
criteria for locating green spaces were extracted and weighted by AHP method.The
results show that Maragheh master plan in the field of location and proper distribution
of green spaces in area is inefficient and unfair 93 hectares equivalent to 52% of the
proposed spaces for green spaces, are in inappropriate and very unsuitable positions
and 87 hectares,equivalent to 48% of the proposed spaces are in a suitable and average
position. Also a study of the distribution of proposed green spaces of the
comprehensive plan by seven districts shows that 156.5 hectares, equivalent to 87%
of the total proposed parks, is allocated to three districts,4, 5, 6 and 13% to two
districts 1 and 7 and for districts 2 and 3 There is no green space.

66 - 778 sabed

GZ0Z uwnny ‘Tg anss| ‘9 awnjoA
Jaded youessey

Keywords:, Comprehensive Design, Green Space, Location, Maragheh,

Cite this article:
Sarvar, H., Lalepour, M., & Shahi, S. (2025). Analysis of the effectiveness of comprehensive plans to provide urban green spaces(Case
study: Maragheh master plan). Journal of Economic Geography Research, 6(21), 84-99.

@ https://doi.org/10.30470/jeqr.2025.2029257.1175

(@00

2821-2266 © University of Zanjan.

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC/4.0/License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).



file:///C:/Users/dell/Downloads/h.sarvar1351@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.30470/jegr.2025.2029257.1175
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

Economic Geography Research, Vol 6, Issue 21, 84-99, Autumn 2025.

Extended Abstract
Introduction

In Iran's  urban planning  system,
comprehensive plans have been implemented
for over half a century. However, these plans
were initially developed in the 1950s and 60s
in European countries to repair the damage
caused by World War II. Since then, the
content and methodology of these plans have
undergone several major revisions to address
the social and economic necessities of the time.
In the current scenario, despite repeated
updates to the scope of work and methodology,
cities face significant issues in providing
adequate service areas, especially in the
provision of green spaces, which play a vital
role in citizens' recreation, the beauty of the
city, and pollution reduction. Ensuring that the
planning and siting of parks and urban green
spaces align with proper urban planning
principles is of great importance. However,
comprehensive plans often fail to adapt to
changes and improve processes (Qian, 2013).
As one of the most populous cities in northwest
Iran and the second largest city in East
Azerbaijan Province after Tabriz, Maragheh
faces similar issues. The city suffers from a
shortage of green spaces, particularly in
densely populated areas, indicating that this
crucial land use has been neglected. Therefore,
this study focuses on analyzing the current
distribution and siting of parks and green
spaces in  Maragheh and proposing
recommendations to bring a balance to the
city’s physical and social structure.

Methodology
This study is applied research with a
theoretical framework based on qualitative and
analytical methods. The methodology relies on
documentary studies, organizational reports,
and surveys distributed to relevant experts and
organizations. These criteria were extracted
from academic sources and prior research.To
determine the significance of each criterion,
expert opinions were collected using the
Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP), which
helped in ranking the importance of each
criterion. Additionally, Geographic
Information System (GIS) software was used
to analyze the spatial efficiency of existing
parks and green spaces in Maragheh and

generate maps for the city's current and
proposed green spaces.

Results and discussion

After weighting the criteria and sub-criteria
through the AHP model, the entire city was
divided based on the suitability of the areas for
establishing green spaces. Results indicate that
approximately 38% of the city’s area is
classified as suitable for green space
allocation, while 62% of the area is deemed
less suitable. In terms of the current park
distribution, a review of the city's 16 existing
parks shows that 81.25% of them are located in
inappropriate areas, while only 18.75% are in
moderately or highly suitable areas. This
imbalance highlights the inadequacy of the
current park siting.Furthermore, the analysis of
the comprehensive plan's proposed green
spaces reveals that out of the 180 hectares of
green space proposed for Maragheh,
approximately 52% (93 hectares) are in
unsuitable or very unsuitable areas, while 48%
(87 hectares) are in moderately or highly
suitable areas.

Conclusion

The findings of this study suggest that the
current approach to siting and distributing
green spaces in the comprehensive plan for
Maragheh is inefficient and inequitable.
Approximately 52% of the proposed green
spaces are located in unsuitable or very
unsuitable areas, while 48% are in more
favorable locations. Additionally, there is a
significant discrepancy in green space
allocation across different regions of the city,
with some areas receiving no allocation at
all.This study highlights the need for a more
balanced and efficient approach to urban green
space planning, ensuring equitable access to
parks and green areas across the city to
improve the quality of life for all residents.
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