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Article Info Abstract

One of the methods for studying the welfare of urban households is to examine their
income, which is influenced by the social and economic status of households. The
aim of this study is to identify the key factors affecting household income in the city
of Ardabil. This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in
terms of method, with a futuristic approach. The statistical population of the study
consists of 25 scientific experts in the fields of economics and urban planning who
were selected based on snowball sampling. In order to achieve this goal, the variables
affecting urban household income were prepared and compiled by experts in the form
of a Delphi questionnaire. In the subsequent stage, the interconnections among 45
variables were elucidated in the form of 5 indices. This was achieved through the
application of a futuristic approach, employing a cross-impact matrix and the
MICMAC software, to analyze the effect and the susceptibility of said variables. The
results illustrated that government investment and policies, domestic and foreign
investment, water resources, farmlands and pasturelands, access to markets,
agricultural activities, average wages, and industrialization are the key predictors of
household income, and these predictors have the greatest impact on activities in the
underground economy, marginalization, social damages, and migration through the
income channel.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

"Urban issues and problems have economic
roots. One of the most important economic
variables affecting these issues is urban
household income. From an economic
perspective, household income is the main
variable affecting household consumption,
investment, savings, and demand, which
consequently has a direct impact on the city's
economic growth and the welfare of
households.  Also, household financial
resources play a significant role in the
country's financial system. From a theoretical
perspective, income determines important
indicators such as inflation, wealth, housing,
demographic and social indicators, etc., and
thirdly, from a systematic perspective,
households can be considered the smallest unit
in the country's economic system. From
Schowinitz's point of view, eight factors affect
income in developing countries: high
population  growth, inflation, uneven
development  among  regions,  heavy
investment in prestige projects, downward
social mobility, import-substituting
industrialization policies, currency
devaluation, and the decline of handicrafts and
domestic industries. Given the three decades of
urbanization in Ardabil and the migration and
expansion of the city, increasing urban
household income is one of the main concerns
of its residents.

Methodology

The aim of this research is to identify and
analyze the key factors affecting urban
household income in Ardabil. To achieve the
research goal, a combination of documentary
and survey methods was used. In the first phase
of data collection, the factors affecting urban
household income were identified through a
questionnaire distributed among experts and
professionals. In the second phase, the factor
prioritization was analyzed using the
MICMAC software.

Results and discussion

One of the useful tools for analyzing
complex systems is cross-impact analysis.
MICMAC software was used for this purpose.
According to the experts' average ratings from
the previous phase, it was found that

underground economy, migration, occupation,
and poverty line had the highest impact among
the factors, either directly or indirectly. This
shows that if key factors related to household
income are not considered, individuals will
engage in underground economic activities and
there will be higher rates of migration and
poverty. Considering the region's agricultural
potential and resources, using agriculture as a
source of household income is logical.
Domestic and foreign investment are directly
linked to government policies and play a
crucial role in household income. The unique
geographical location of Ardabil province, its
connections with other provinces, and its
border with  Azerbaijan explain  the
significance of these factors."”

Conclusion

it can be emphasized that the role and
relation of government and adopted policies in
mitigating the effects of factors such as
investment, underground economy, migration,
unemployment, poverty line, etc. on household
incomes is highly influential. In particular,
regarding the city of Ardabil, which has been
the center of East Azerbaijan province for
more than 3 decades and is situated alongside
prominent cities such as Tabriz and Tehran, the
government can play a crucial role in
improving the living conditions and social
factors in this city by adopting fundamental
policies in investment and optimizing
economic resources in the region. Therefore,
considering the impact of government policies
on urban household incomes, it can be stated
that the more these policies are established
based on rigorous research and planning, the
more they can effectively reduce the effect of
undesirable factors and profiteering in the
urban market and economy
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