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Article Info Abstract

In the past two decades, numerous festivals have been held worldwide to boost
tourism and attract potential economic opportunities. Iran, with its rich cultural
heritage and long-standing history, is home to many traditional and ritualistic
ceremonies. Agricultural tourism plays a significant role in reducing rural poverty,
promoting sustainable agricultural and rural development, mitigating cultural and
environmental damage, fostering long-term rural economic growth, creating
income-generating opportunities for local residents, and promoting a culture of
preserving natural resources while making optimal use of cultural and natural
attractions. It also paves the way for social participation in preserving cultural
heritage, connecting with different cultures and ethnic groups, and fostering mutual
interactions between villagers and tourists. With this approach, the present article
seeks to examine the drivers of agritourism by focusing on social spatial changes in
the village of Sheet, emphasizing the Cherry Festival in Tarom County. This
research is applied in nature and employs a descriptive-analytical method. Data
collection was conducted through library research and fieldwork (interviews using
structured questionnaires with residents of the studied areas). The study is based on
interviews with residents of Sheet village (mainly household heads), with a sample
size of 88 households out of a total of 240. The investigation took place along the
pedestrian paths leading to the festival site in Sheet village. In this article, research
tools, particularly MicMac, were used to identify key factors of social spatial
changes from the perspective of local and key stakeholders. The positive and
pleasant atmosphere in Sheet village suggests that the Cherry Festival has primarily
created favorable conditions and positive effects in the village.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This article discusses green tourism and its
impact on the economic and social
regeneration of the village. In the last two
decades, numerous festivals have been held
around the world with the aim of boosting
tourism and attracting potential economic
opportunities.  Iran, with its potential
indigenous culture with a long history, is the
origin of many traditional and ritual
ceremonies. Agricultural tourism plays an
important role in reducing rural poverty,
sustainable agricultural and rural
development,  reducing  cultural  and
environmental damage, long-term economic
development of the village, creating income-
generating opportunities for indigenous
residents, developing a culture of protecting
natural resources, and making optimal use of
cultural and natural attractions. It provides the
basis for social participation of individuals in
preserving the cultural heritage of the
community, connecting with different cultures
and ethnic groups, and the values of other
communities, and creating opportunities for
interaction and mutual relations between rural
people and tourists. With this approach, the
present article attempts to intervene in the
social changes in the space of Shit village,
emphasizing the Cherry Festival in Tarom
County.

Methodology
The present study is of an applied nature
and uses a descriptive-analytical method.

Results and discussion:

The present study was based on interviews
with residents of Shit village (mainly heads of
households); and the sample size was 88
households out of a total of 240 households,
because face-to-face interviews are one of the
most flexible survey strategies for finding
meanings and are used to examine the
attitudes, beliefs, and real experiences of the
studied community. The subject of the
interview was the interviewee's daily life
world and the factors affected by his lived
experience affected by tourism in the Shit
region, especially in the field of cherry
festival tourism in this region. The research
tool will be based on a semi-structured

questionnaire, because this is an important
research and investigation tool in collecting
information  about the  characteristics,
behaviors, attitudes, and mental images of
individuals, to understand complex behavior
and social interactions, hidden socio-spatial
layers that are not found in official and
published statistics and information; from this
perspective, questionnaires are at the heart of
any survey research (Clifford & Valentine,
2010: 78). The survey was conducted along
the walkways leading to the Shit Village
Festival. In this paper, the research tools used
were MicMac to identify key factors of social
change in the space from the perspective of
local stakeholders and also to interpret the
identified key factors.

Conclusion

The results of the research showed that the
distribution pattern of the indicators of social
changes in the village of Shit resulting from
the effects of agrotourism was diagonal, so it
must be acknowledged that this is not in a
desirable situation in the village of Shit. So
that the most concentration of the indicators
was in the state of dichotomous variables with
risk and goal performance. It is necessary to
explain that in order to get out of the state of
instability, the dichotomous indicators must
be upgraded and become the status of
controlling variables. It is necessary to
explain that the concept of social changes in
the space is generally a complex concept, in
that several factors are involved in the
improvement of the living conditions of the
individual and the society and it is relative,
since the principles and characteristics that are
considered as desirable conditions for life in
one society may seem extremely undesirable
from another perspective or in another part of
the world.
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