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Article Info Abstract

In addition to paying attention to the physical goals, urban planning should also
respond to the qualitative needs of the city's people, in this regard, the main goal of
the current research is to identify the factors affecting the quality of life in the
villages-cities annexed to Tabriz metropolis with a future research approach. The
method of the present research is based on the practical purpose and on the
descriptive-analytical nature. The statistical population of this research is 35 expert
experts in the field of urban affairs who were selected using targeted sampling. In
order to identify the desired indicators for analysis, the environmental scanning
method and Delphi panel were used, and the MicMac software was used to analyze
the data. The results obtained from the environmental survey method show that 45
factors have an impact on the quality of life in rural and urban areas annexed to the
metropolis of Tabriz, and the analyses carried out using the Mikmac method indicate
that out of the total of 45 effective factors, 14 factors including Average household
income, housing situation, employment situation, land and housing ownership,
improving the quality of facilities and services, residents' literacy level, security,
quality of neighborhood relations, sewage network and garbage collection and
landfill status, access to public transportation network, access to services Healthcare,
the condition of roads and road networks, access to cultural and educational
infrastructures have a key effect on the quality of life in rural-urban areas of Tabriz
metropolis.

Keywords: Rurbans, Quality of Life, Future Studies, Environmental Survey, The
Metropolis of Tabriz.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The Industrial Revolution in the mid-18th
century triggered widespread urbanization,
impacting  countries  globally.  Rapid
urbanization led to cities expanding spatially,
incorporating surrounding villages and lands.
This transformation from village to city poses
significant  challenges, particularly  for
developing nations. In Iran, upgrading large,
viable villages to small towns has been a key
strategy to enhance rural living standards. East
Azerbaijan province exemplifies this trend,
with numerous villages transforming into
cities, resulting in notable urban expansion.

However, traditional planning methods
based on static forecasts have struggled to
address these dynamic transformations,
making accurate predictions increasingly
challenging. The complexity of rapid
urbanization has prompted researchers to adopt
future studies, integrating foresight techniques
into urban planning. In Iran, the horizontal
growth of cities and the integration of
surrounding areas have created substantial
population growth, influencing citizens'
quality of life. Tabriz, in particular, has
expanded spatially and functionally through
interactions with neighboring areas. This
bidirectional relationship has driven the city's
transformation into a national metropolis while
significantly altering surrounding villages'
land use and quality of life. This research
explores the key factors influencing the quality
of life in villages annexed to the Tabriz
metropolis.

Methodology

The current research is applied in terms of
purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of
nature, and two library and field methods were
used to collect the required information. In the
library method, using the environmental
scanning method, the theoretical foundations,
the background of the subject, and the
collection of existing dimensions and
indicators of the annexation of the village to
the city and its effect on the quality of life have
been investigated, and in the field method, the
Delphi method and various questionnaires
have Dbeen completed. The required

information was provided. The statistical
population of the present study is 35 experts
and specialists in the urban area, who were
selected by purposeful sampling. Micmac
software was also used to analyze the data.

Results and discussion

In this research, in order to identify the
factors affecting the quality of life in the
annexed villages-cities in the metropolis of
Tabriz, the environmental survey method and
the study of various sources have been used. to
evaluate each of the factors; After examining
the questionnaires, finally, 45 variables have
been identified in 4 economic, social-cultural,
physical-infrastructural, and environmental
dimensions. Then, to analyze the data and
identify the key factors, Mic-Mac software was
used; the results obtained from Micmac
software show that the degree of filling of the
matrix is 59.95%, which indicates that about
60% of the desired variables have influenced
each other. Also, the distribution plane of the
variables shows that most of the variables are
scattered around the diagonal axis of the
distribution plane, which shows that the system
has an unstable state, and four categories of
influential,  influenced,  bimodal, and
independent variables can be identified in this
system. After the analysis, in order to select the
key factors among the 45 identified effective
factors, 14 factors that were placed in the
influential section in the graph of direct effects
and in the two-way section due to their high
score were selected as key factors.

Conclusion

The analysis of Micmac software shows that
out of the total of 45 factors affecting the
quality of life in the villages-cities annexed to
the metropolis of Tabriz, a total of 14 factors
have had a key effect on the quality of life in
those areas, which include the average income
of  households, housing conditions,
Employment status, land and housing
ownership, improving the quality of facilities
and services, the literacy level of residents,
security, the quality of neighborhood relations,
the sewage network and the status of garbage
collection and landfilling, the level of access to
the public transportation network, access to
healthcare services, the condition of roads and
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The road network is access to cultural and
educational infrastructure.
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