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Article Info Abstract

Livability is one of the effective strategies that seek to create an optimal balance between urban and
ecological development processes to ensure sustainable environments. Since this type of
assessment is useful for managers and planners, and it is examined from different aspects
(ecological, physical-social, economic); The present article examines the capabilities of the region
in agricultural activity in the city of Hir Ardabil, emphasizing the ecological potential. The method
used in this research is descriptive-analytical and applied in terms of type. The statistical population
of this research is the household heads of Hir city and the sample size in this research is estimated
to be 375 people using Cochran's formula. In order to analyze the livability of Hir city under the
influence of the cherry farming event, the one-sample T-test was used, and the path analysis test
was used to evaluate its effects. However, according to the obtained results, the agricultural events
have not been able to give birth to a desirable livability among the citizens of Hir; Based on the
path analysis model, it can be stated that the livability of the city is dependent on agricultural
events, and in the meantime, the economic index has been affected by this event more than other
indicators.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Agritourism, as one of the emerging
branches of tourism, plays a significant role in
strengthening local economies, diversifying
rural livelihoods, and enriching socio-cultural
interactions  between visitors and host
communities.  Beyond its  recreational
function,  agritourism  contributes  to
sustainable regional development through job
creation, enhancement of local identity,
preservation of agricultural heritage, and
stimulation  of  rural-urban  linkages.
According to Bird (2007), the realization of
sustainable tourism development depends
fundamentally on the active engagement of
local communities, as they constitute the core
stakeholders who directly experience both the
positive and negative consequences of
tourism activities. Without the consent,
participation, and support of these
stakeholders, it is almost impossible for
tourism initiatives to achieve long-term
sustainability. Therefore, understanding local
attitudes,  perceptions, and expectations
becomes a key prerequisite for effective
planning and sustainable management of
tourism-driven processes.

In this context, agricultural festivals have
increasingly been recognized as place-based
events that influence host communities in
various economic, social, cultural, and
environmental dimensions. The Cherry
Festival of Hir city in Ardabil province—one
of Iran’s distinctive agritourism events—has
become a catalyst for attracting tourists,
generating seasonal income, and reshaping
local spatial dynamics. However, despite its
growing  popularity, limited empirical
research has examined how such agricultural
events affect the livability of the urban areas
hosting them. Livability, as a
multidimensional concept, reflects the extent
to which urban environments support the
quality of life, wellbeing, and satisfaction of
residents. Given the significance of this
concept for sustainable urban development,
investigating the  relationship  between
agritourism events and urban livability is both
timely and necessary. Accordingly, the
present study aims to analyze the effects of
the Cherry Festival on the livability of Hir

city by evaluating local residents’ perceptions
through quantitative indicators. The research
particularly focuses on how the economic,
social, and spatial dimensions of the festival
shape urban livability outcomes.

Methodology

This study is applied in purpose and
descriptive analytical in method. The research
was conducted in the year 1402 (2023-2024)
and employs a mixed but predominantly
guantitative approach. Data collection was
performed through detailed library research to
build theoretical foundations and through
field-based methods including structured
questionnaires and direct observation.

The measurement of indicators follows a
subjective evaluation approach, meaning that
the opinions and mental perceptions of the
residents of Hir were used as the primary
source of data. The statistical population
consists of the heads of households living
within the city boundaries. A probability
sampling method, specifically simple random
sampling, was used to select respondents.
Based on statistical formulas and considering
acceptable confidence and error levels, a
sample size of 375 household heads was
determined and surveyed. The questionnaire
evaluated residents’ perceptions regarding the
economic, social, environmental, and
infrastructural effects of the Cherry Festival
on the overall livability of the city. Data
analysis involved descriptive statistics and
inferential tests, including t-tests and path
analysis to determine both direct and total
effects of various dimensions on urban
livability.

Results and discussion

The findings reveal significant differences
in the extent to which various indicators have
been influenced by the agricultural event.
According to the results presented in Table 4,
the economic indicators have the highest
coefficient (t = —24.61), indicating that the
economic dimension is perceived as the most
affected by the festival. However, the
negative value of the coefficient suggests that,
despite the influence, residents express
dissatisfaction with the broader economic
conditions of the city. This implies that while
the festival has economic impacts, these
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impacts are not sufficient to offset structural
economic challenges faced by the local
community.

Analysis of employment patterns in Hir city
demonstrates that job opportunities are
polarized. A segment of residents is employed
in formal sectors such as government offices,
industrial units, and tourism related services,
receiving relatively stable and higher wages.
In contrast, a larger group works in the
informal sector—especially in small shops,
street vending, and seasonal service provision
during the festival. Many of these informal
workers are migrants from surrounding
villages with limited access to formal
employment. This duality contributes to class
differentiation and reinforces inequalities that
influence the perceived livability of the city.

The Cherry Festival, while creating
temporary employment and income, seems
insufficient  in  addressing  long-term
livelihood concerns. Moreover, the festival
contributes  to  seasonal congestion,
fluctuations in service demand, and uneven
spatial development, which affect residents’
satisfaction levels. Despite these issues, the
festival remains a critical driver of economic
activity and urban vibrancy.

Conclusion

The overall findings indicate that the
livability of Hir city is strongly dependent on
tourism-related activities and incomes, with
the Cherry Festival playing a central role in
shaping this dynamic. Among the evaluated
dimensions, the economic index exhibits the
highest direct (0.715) and total effect (0.874)
on urban livability, highlighting the essential
role of tourism income and job opportunities
in shaping residents’ quality of life. However,
the negative t value and residents’ expressed
dissatisfaction suggest that current economic
benefits are insufficiently distributed or
inadequately sustained throughout the year.
Therefore, for the city to improve its
livability, it is essential to develop
comprehensive written plans focused on
strengthening the tourism industry, stabilizing
income flows, and ensuring more equitable
economic participation Based on the final
path analysis (Table 5), it can be concluded
that enhancing the economic, social, and

spatial outcomes of the Cherry Festival—
through community participation, improved
planning, and sustainable tourism strategies—
can substantially improve the livability of Hir
city.
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