£ A
qp Jornal of Economic Geoghraphy Research @

IRDA Journal Homepage: University of Zanjan

Assessment of the Potential and Economic Value of Rural Tourism Activities
in Maragheh County by Using the Contingent Valuation Method (CVM) and
the Tourism Potential Model

Ali Azar " and Roghayeh Sharifi?

1. Associate Professor, Department of Urban Planning and Architecture, Maragheh Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Maragheh, Iran.

2. Msc. Geography and Rural Planning, Department Of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Planning and
Environmental Sciences, University Of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran.

* Corresponding Author, aliazar@iau.ac.ir

Received Date: Revise Date: Accepted Date: Published Date:
19/02/2024 29/05/2024 03/11/2024 20/03/2025

Article Info Abstract

Nowadays, tourism is the biggest and most versatile industry all over the world. With 200
million practitioners (about 8% of total global employment), rural tourism is one of the tourism
industries clusters that emphasis natural, historical and cultural and religious attraction of the
rural and can have an important impact on the rural revitalizing, employment and income and
natural, historic and religious heritage protection. Rural tourism in Maragheh could have these
impacts and have rich potentials of natural, historic, cultural and religious attraction. The
purpose of this study was to evaluate the economic potential and valuable activities of rural
tourism in Maragheh.This research is applied and its method is descriptive — analytical that
involved 12000 statistical populations. Type of this present study is applied and it uses survey
methods on the basis of descriptive — analytic and documentation methods that samples bulk
and its statistical populations are based on Cochran, 384 persons, and with probabilistic
sampling selected from proportional ranking with simple random. Through cvm and EP
models, it was determined that Maragheh city has tourist attractions in rural areas, which in
case of proper investment and planning for the well-being of tourists, will not only increase the
number of tourists, but also reduce the amount of damages. It will also reduce the
environmental problems. EP model results with estimate 1.38%, shows that villages in
Maragheh have natural, historic, religious and cultural potentials. Also, the results of the CVM
model show that 87.7% accepted that they pay for these utilities so that economic values of
Chekan, Taze — kand sofla and Alavian were estimated as 19500000, 6937560, and 14306400
respectively. These values are used for employment and development in this region. Finally,
we proposed some suggestion for rural tourism developments in Maragheh.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Nowadays, tourism is the biggest and most
versatile industry all over the world. With 200
million practitioners (about 8% of total global
employment), rural tourism is one of the
tourism industries clusters that emphasis
natural, historical and cultural and religious
attraction of the rural and can have an important
impact on the rural revitalizing, employment
and income and natural, historic and religious
heritage protection. Rural tourism in Maragheh
could have these impacts and have rich
potentials of natural, historic, cultural and
religious attraction. Rural tourism is a branch of
tourism emphasized on rural tourism, historical,
cultural and religious attraction and plays an
important role in survival of rurals, increasing
occupation and income, preservation of rurals
natural, historical and religious heritage. This
industry can play a main role in diversification
of rural income, identification and survival of
Iran natural culture. Rural tourism in Maragheh
is not exceptional, but by having natural,
historical, cultural and religious potential it has
not helped to development of rurals and
prevention of immigration and reduction of
poverty. With 264 historical monuments,
Maragheh city has been selected as the
historical tourism pole of the province and
region and one of the 10 historical cities of the
country, and since these villages have turned to
sending immigrants in recent decades, attention
to this category is felt. The purpose of this study
was to evaluate the economic potential and
valuable activities of rural tourism in Maragheh.

Methodology

This research is applied and its method is
descriptive — analytical that involved 12000
statistical populations. Type of this present
study is applied and it uses survey methods on
the basis of descriptive — analytic and
documentation methods that samples bulk and
its statistical populations are based on Cochran,
384 persons, and with probabilistic sampling
selected from proportional ranking with simple
random. The conditional valuation model or
CVM has also been chosen to show the
economic value of villages with tourism
attractions. Also, the EP model has been
presented for stratification and accurate

evaluation of rural tourism attractions in the
central part of Maragheh.

Results and discussion

Through cvm and EP models, it was
determined that Maragheh city has tourist
attractions in rural areas, which in case of
proper investment and planning for the well-
being of tourists, will not only increase the
number of tourists, but also reduce the amount
of damages. It will also reduce the
environmental problems. The results of the
research show that the villages in the central
part of Maragheh city have a high ability to
attract rural tourists, and by investing and
marketing and paying more attention to the
rural areas that attract tourists, the growth and
prosperity of Maragheh city can be increased.
And its villages helped a lot. The problem that
is raised in this is the lack of tourism facilities
and facilities in Maragheh city, the lack of
expertise of the officials and their lack of
familiarity with the tourism industry, including
rural tourism, which makes the city's share of
rural tourism despite its attractions. Very high
natural, religious and historical things have been
made very insignificant. With comprehensive
planning, principled management and the
creation of welfare, accommodation, health,
sports facilities, etc., as well as the creation of a
series of innovations related to rural tourism,
problems can be reduced and one of the benefits
of this phenomenon of the 20th century and
First, clean industry in the villages benefited the
most.

Conclusion

EP model results with estimate 1.38%, shows
that villages in Maragheh have natural, historic,
religious and cultural potentials. Also, the
results of the CVM model show that 87.7%
accepted that they pay for these utilities so that
economic values of Chekan, Taze — kand sofla
and Alavian were estimated as 19500000,
6937560, and 14306400 respectively. These
values are used for employment and
development in this region. Finally, we
proposed some suggestion for rural tourism
developments in Maragheh.
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