& N
q; Jornal of Economic Geoghraphy Research @

IRDA Journal Homepage:

University of Zanjan

Outbreak of the COVID-19 Disease in Tourism Villages of Bandar Anzali
County

Zahra Ghenaati', Nasrollah Molaei Hashjin 2" and Yusef Zainal Abedin 3

1. PhD student of Geography and Rural Planning, Rasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Rasht, Iran
2. Professor, Department of Geography, Rasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Rasht, Iran
3. Associate Professor, Department of Geography, Rasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Rasht, Iran

* Corresponding Author, nmolaeih@iaurasht.ac.ir

Received Date: Revise Date: Accepted Date: Published Date:
04/02/2024 14/03/2024 03/11/2024 20/12/2024
Article Info Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of a comparative study of economic
resilience in the tourism villages of Bandar Anzali County before and after the
outbreak of the COVID-19 disease. In terms of practical purpose, the present
research is quantitative in nature and descriptive-analytical in terms of
methodology. After data collection, data and information were analyzed using
SPSS, GIS, and VIKOR model software. The current research's statistical
population includes households in Bandar Anzali County tourism villages; to
determine the sample size from random sampling and using Cochran's formula, 382
people were determined. The results of the research showed that the level of
economic resilience of the villagers against the COVID-19 crisis in the post-
COVID-19 period was at the average level or the level of desirability, and there is a
significant difference in terms of resilience compared to the pre-COVID-19 period.
Then, based on the VIKOR model, the level of resilience has been different among
tourism villages so that the villagers living in the villages (Sangachin, Ab Kenar,
Bashman, Taleb Abad, Licharki Hassan Roud, Hassan Roud, Kapurchal, Jefrud-e
Pain, Golshan, Kachelak, Siah Wazan, Ali Abad) have a higher level of resilience.
Finally, villages with a high level of resilience have a low priority for increasing
economic resilience. On the contrary, villages with a low level of resilience have a
high priority for increasing resilience among their community.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The COVID-19 outbreak in Iran started at
the end of February 2018 and continued,
causing negative effects on the tourism
economy, including businesses related to this
sector. In this regard, the tourism villages of
Bandar Anzali County are one of the
examples of this discussion. With the
outbreak of the COVID-19 disease, the
performance of businesses has been affected
in such a way that businesses related to this
sector, such as accommodation and catering
services, transportation, recreational services,
commercial services, etc., are in danger
situation due to the decrease in the number of
tourists and temporary closure by the
government in order to control this crisis. So,
in order to reduce the risks and challenges
ahead, the discussion of the resilience of
tourism businesses in the face of this crisis is
a critical issue in the scope of the study. Thus,
knowing and explaining the level of economic
resilience of touristic villages is very
important and necessary. In this regard, based
on the findings of this research, officials and
executives can establish and implement
appropriate policies, solutions, and laws to
improve resilience against this crisis.
Therefore, according to the importance and
necessity of this discussion, this research tries
to address the main question of the research,
that is, to what extent is the economic
resilience in the tourism villages of Bandar
Anzali County before and after the outbreak
of COVID-19 disease.

Methodology

The current research is applied in terms of
purpose, quantitative in terms of the nature of
data, and descriptive-analytical in terms of
methodology. Descriptive information in the
form of variables (gender, age, education
status, job, etc.) has been analyzed using
SPSS software. After collecting data and
information, the analytical findings section
analyzed data and information using SPSS
software, GIS, and the VIKOR model. The
statistical population in the present study
includes households in touristic villages in
Bandar Anzali County. In order to determine
the sample size, random sampling was used

using Cochran's formula, and the number of
382 people was determined; then, the sample
population was distributed among the villages
based on the percentage ratio.

Results and discussion

The results indicate that although the
outbreak of the COVID-19 disease, due to its
long-term period, which is still ongoing, it has
caused damage to tourism businesses,
especially micro and start-up businesses, and
a huge decrease in the demand of tourists and
temporary closure of businesses. However,
the results of this study showed that the level
of economic resilience of the villagers against
the COVID-19 crisis was moderate to optimal
and has a significant difference from the pre-
COVID-19 period in terms of resilience. The
results of this part of the research agree with
the studies of Aliglizadeh Firzojaei (2022),
and it is not consistent with the study of
Ganjian et al. (2023). In this regard, more
detailed results showed that the resilience
level differed among touristic villages. So that
the villagers living in the villages (Sangachin,
Ab Kenar, Bashman, Taleb Abad, Licharki
Hassan Roud, Hassan Roud, Kapurchal,
Jefrud-e Pain, Golshan, Kachelak, Siah
Wazan, Ali Abad) have a higher level of
resilience, the reason for this difference can
be seen in the type of business prevailing in
the rural society, so that the villages where
most of the residents are farmers, nursery
workers and livestock farmers. The villages
with various economic activities have a
higher level of resilience than those with a
dominant economy based on tourism and
related businesses.

Conclusion

The research results indicated that the level
of economic resilience of rural residents
against the COVID-19 crisis in the post-
pandemic period was at an average or
desirable level and showed a significant
difference in resilience compared to the pre-
pandemic period. Using the VIKOR model, it
was found that the level of resilience varied
among tourist-attracting villages.
Accordingly, the residents of villages such as
Sangachin, Abkenar, Beshman, Talebabad,
Licharki Hasanrud, Hasanrud, Kapurchal,
Jafarud-e-Paein, Golshan, Kechlak,
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Siahvazan, and Aliabad exhibited higher
levels of resilience. Finally, villages with
higher levels of resilience were identified as
having lower priority for further enhancement
of economic resilience, whereas villages with
lower levels of resilience were prioritized for
measures to increase resilience within their
communities.
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