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Article Info Abstract

The political division of space changes through various methods such as
abstraction, annexation, amalgamation, and elevation at different levels of regional
political organization. Political elevation involves moving a lower administrative
unit to a higher level, which transforms all internal aspects of that territory. This
study aims to evaluate the effects of upgrading a district to a county on rural
development indicators. The research is applied and descriptive-analytical in nature.
Data were collected through library and field studies. The study area is the newly
established Fourburg County in southeastern West Azerbaijan. According to the
2016 census by the Statistical Center of Iran, it includes 5,004 households with a
rural population of 16,813 and 14 inhabited villages, all part of the statistical
population. A sample size of 286 individuals was determined using a modified
Cochran formula, with random selection from the villages. Data analysis employed
descriptive and inferential statistics, including multi-criteria analysis (SAW
technique), regression tests, and path analysis. The results show that the villages of
Qapchagh (final score: 0.082), Firuzabad (0.079), Fasandoz (0.078), and Khezineh
Jadid (0.077) rank highest in terms of achieving sustainable rural development after
the elevation of Marhamatabad district to Fourburg County. Among the indicators,
physical infrastructure had the highest overall effect size (0.618), followed by
human resources (0.456), and political and managerial aspects (0.290). These
indicators have experienced the most significant impact from the administrative
upgrade, consequently influencing the achievement of sustainable rural
development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The system of country divisions in Iran is
the container and framework of the country's
political-administrative organization structure
with hierarchies, provinces, cities, districts,
villages, cities, and villages, whose field of
activity is various political, economic,
cultural, physical, environmental, and
generally optimal land management. Is. But
as mentioned in the process of planning and
political ~ developments,  this  division
undergoes transformation; among them, we
can refer to various methods such as
abstraction, annexation, integration and
promotion at different levels of political
zoning of the country's space. In the form of
upgrading the political level, the lower
administrative political unit is transferred to a
higher level. Naturally, simultaneously with
the improvement of the political level in a
land, all the internal affairs of that land will
also be accompanied by changes; On the other
hand, political administrative developments
and divisions in the space have a close
relationship with growth and development
patterns in economic, social, cultural, political
dimensions and even the distribution of urban
services at the level of regions and urban
areas. These transformations and divisions are
carried out with the aim of optimizing places,
functions and activities at the level of space,
which often increases the power and authority
of the relevant unit in policy making and
decision making.

Methodology

The aim of the current research is to
evaluate the effects of upgrading the level of
the division to the level of the County
according to the indicators of rural
development, which in terms of the purpose,
it is applied research, and in terms of its
essence and method, it is considered as
descriptive-analytical research. Library and
field studies were used for collecting data.
The newly established County of Chaharborj
in the southeast of West Azerbaijan is
considered as the geographical territory of
this research, which according to the census
of Iran Statistics Center in 2016 this County

owns 5004 households, with the rural
population of 16813 people and 14 inhabiting
rural points, that all of them are included in
our statistical community. A statistical sample
of 286 people was obtained using the
modified Cochrane formula by a simple
random selection at the village level.
Descriptive and inferential statistics (multi-
criteria. SAW technique, regression test and
path analysis) were used to analyze data and
information.

Results and discussion

The results showed that the villages of
Qepchagh with a final score of 0.082,
Firouzabad with a final score of 0.079,
Fesondoz with a final score of 0.078, and
Khazineh Anbar Jadid Village with a final
score of 0.077 are respectively in the first to
fourth categories in terms of the degree of
realization of sustainable rural development
after the promotion of MarhamatAbad district
to Chaharbarj County And in terms of impact,
physical indicators with a total effect value of
0.618, human resources with a total effect
value of 0.456, and political and managerial
indicators with a total effect value of 0.290
have the greatest effect from the promotion of
Marhammat Abad district to Chaharbarj
County. Have received and as a result, they
have had the greatest impact in the realization
of sustainable rural development.

Conclusion

The results showed that Qepchagh,
Firouzabad and Fasandoz villages are ranked
first to third respectively, and Qapchag village
with a population of 4117 people in 1402 is
one of the most populous villages in the south
of West Azarbaijan province and in terms of
economic, cultural indicators, Human,
physical, environmental, political and
managerial, etc., are in an acceptable state and
have an urban form, shape and texture. Also,
the results indicate that the upgrading of
Murhamatabad section to Chaharborj city on
July 28, 1400 had the greatest impact in terms
of physical, human, political and managerial
aspects, and among them, the least impact is
related to the environmental dimension,
which  indicates  the  existence  of
environmental problems. various such as the
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abandonment of garbage, unsanitary disposal
of household sewage and sewage,
unauthorized constructions, environmental
destruction, etc. in the rural areas of this city;
However, with Chaharborj becoming a city,
the inter-city and inter-rural roads of this city
have been reconstructed and widened, and
significant funds have been allocated for the
civil and economic projects of this city, and
the quality of infrastructure services provided
to citizens in various fields has increased.
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https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_(%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA_%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_(%D8%AA%D9%82%D8%B3%DB%8C%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA_%DA%A9%D8%B4%D9%88%D8%B1%DB%8C)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%85%D8%B1%DA%A9%D8%B2%DB%8C_%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC_(%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%82%D9%BE%DA%86%D8%A7%D9%82
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%82%D9%BE%DA%86%D8%A7%D9%82_(%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC_(%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%B1)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AA%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AA%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AA%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_%D8%B4%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B4%D8%B9%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%84%D9%88_(%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A8%D8%AE%D8%B4_%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_(%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_(%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AA%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AA%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%AA%E2%80%8C%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_%D9%85%DB%8C%D8%A7%D9%86%DB%8C
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%DB%8C%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B2%D8%A2%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%AF_(%DA%86%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%AC)
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%AF%D9%87%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%A7%D9%86_%D9%81%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B2
https://fa.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D9%81%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B2
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