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Article Info  Abstract

Rural tourism development research is very important for rural communities;

Tourism development can provide a source of income and employment for the
villagers. The aim of this research was to identify the most influential factors in
the development of rural tourism in line with the sustainable economy of the
village with the Fuzzy Dematel approach. This research is a mixed research,
which was conducted with a qualitative and quantitative approach. From the
point of view of the goal, it is classified as developmental research, and from the
point of view of the data collection method, it is classified as survey research.
The statistical population of the research field in the qualitative and quantitative
part is the experts and officials of the cultural heritage and tourism organization
of Lorestan and Kermanshah province, as well as the academic staff members
of the field of rural development and economics, which are 27 people using the
purposeful sampling method and based on the principle of theoretical adequacy.
They were considered as research samples. The data collection tool was prepared
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in the qualitative part of the semi-structured interview, and in the quantitative
part, a fuzzy Dimtel questionnaire was prepared. After the analysis, it was found
that factors such as identification of potential and actual capacities, formulation
and implementation of the strategic document and development of rural tourism
and appropriate information about the capabilities of rural tourism are among
the most influential factors of rural tourism development in line with the sustain-
able economy of the village.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Tourism is known as the largest service
industry in the world in terms of generating
revenue, to the extent that its advancement
leads to significant social and economic
progress. The awareness of communities
about the source of tourism income has led
tourism to find a broader concept in all di-
mensions and be perceived as an industry.
As our country’s villages have a consider-
able potential for attracting tourists due to
having abundant attractions and rural tour-
ism is increasing, issues such as poverty
and unemployment still exist in villages;
therefore, it can be understood that there
are still obstacles to the development of
tourism in villages and identifying the most
influential and susceptible factors in the
development of rural tourism can signifi-
cantly help in the development of this in-
dustry towards sustainable rural economy.
Considering these issues, the main goal of
the research is to identify the most influen-
tial and susceptible factors in the develop-
ment of rural tourism towards sustainable

economy.

Methodology

This research is a mixed-method study
conducted with a qualitative and quantita-
tive approach. In terms of objective, it falls
under developmental research and in terms
of data collection method, it falls under sur-
vey research. This research was conducted
in two parts, qualitative and quantitative,
where in the qualitative part, factors affect-
ing the development of rural tourism were
identified and then in the quantitative stage,
the impact of each factor on another fac-
tor was measured. The population of the

research area in the qualitative and quanti-
tative parts includes experts and officials of
the Cultural Heritage and Tourism Organi-
zation of Lorestan and Kermanshah prov-
inces and members of the academic staff in
the field of rural development and econom-
ics. Using purposive sampling method and
based on theoretical sufficiency principle,
27 of them were selected as the research
sample. The data collection tool in the qual-
itative part was semi-structured interviews.
In order to assess the validity and reliabil-
ity of the data collection tool in the quali-
tative part, content validity, and theoretical
and intermediary reliability methods were
used, showing the validity and reliability of
the qualitative research tool. The validity
and reliability of the data collection tool in
the quantitative part were content validity
and retest reliability, which confirmed the
validity and reliability of the questionnaire.

Results and discussion

In this research, using mixed methods
and Fuzzy Dematel approach, the most in-
fluential and susceptible factors affecting
the development of rural tourism towards
sustainable rural economy were identified.
After analysis, it was determined that fac-
tors such as identifying potential and actual
capacities, formulating and implementing
a strategic document for rural tourism de-
velopment, and appropriate information
dissemination of rural tourism capabilities
are among the most influential factors in
the development of rural tourism towards
sustainable rural economy.

Conclusion
Tourism can act as an important factor in
the development and prosperity of villages.
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This factor can serve as a new economic
source for villages and provide employ-
ment and income for the local population.
Additionally, tourism can serve as an op-
portunity to preserve and enhance rural
culture and civilization and help attract
tourists from all regions.
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