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Abstract

Today, due to population growth and physical-structural development of cities, the structure and
spatial form of urban development is of great importance and the compact city serves as a model for
urban management and development of tomorrow's cities and smart growth. One of the factors of
urban sustainability is the relationship between the shape and physical form of the city (spatial-
physical structure). This article examines the situation and major indicators of sustainable city form
and its dialectical relationship with other factors, and sheds some light on pros and cons of urban
sprawl of Lamerd city (including its morphology, i.e. structure, form and spatial development of the
city). This study, employing library study method of research, adopts descriptive-analytical and
comparative approach to data collection. The data of the urban sprawl indicators are collected
through cognitive, functional information and studying comprehensive and detailed plans of the city.
By reviewing the literature and using the necessary and effective parameters obtained through
analyzing the urban density of Lamerd city, an attempt is made to explain the reasons behind the
sprawl and extensive urban development of the city. In the end, the theories related to sustainable
urban forms and morphology, their convergences and divergences, and finally the functional aspects
and the implications of the theories in question for the city status are touched upon, concluding by
making some suggestions. According to the studies and analyses conducted in 1345-85, the surface
area and population of Lamerd city has increased about six and five times, respectively. During these
years, the gross population density of the city has decreased from 131.3 people to 30.1 people per
hectare. The lack of a sharp decrease in gross population density in different years indicates the
excessive expansion of the city and the vacancy of many spaces and inactive urban areas and finally
the horizontal, expanded, sprawl development of neighborhoods in Lamerd, bringing about urban
unsustainability in optimal distribution of services and access to facilities for the city residents, and
in a rise in infrastructural costs and energy waste. The net residential density in 1985 is 85.85 people
per hectare and in 1995 the net residential density and population density are 73 and 29 people per
hectare, respectively.
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